
  This of course made Mr. Jun very happy, and he left that night for 
China to propose the idea to the COC. To make sure that everyone back 
home knew what Lulu Island Winery was all about, he took home a few 
cases of our Icewine with him!And they must have liked it a lot, as ten 
days later we received the call from the COC asking if Lulu Island Winery 
would like to host the 1st EVER China House! 

We of course accepted, but knew that we had a huge project on our 
hands, as many of the other International Houses had started planning 
months and months ago. At this point it was late November 2009… we 
only had 2 months to get everything in order!  Heather Turnbull, the 
Marketing and Development Manager at the winery was set to the task of 
organizing the China House on the winery’s behalf, and was the liason to 
Widercom  , the Chinese company hired to design and organize China 
House. 

Now there was an immediate reaction from the City of Richmond, as 
well as the Agricultture Land Commission as they were worried about 
Lulu Island Winery hosting the COC.  The City Of Richmond had the best 
interests of it’s citizens in mind and wanted to make sure that the winery 
was doing everything properly for hosting an international event of this 
caliber. They gave the winery many criteria that had to be met in order to 
have a successful event.  
 

How does a Winery in Richmond, B.C. get 
chosen to host the CHINA HOUSE? 

 
Well it all started early last year when Mr. Wang Ying, Chairman and 

Head Coach of Wayland Sports Ltd. visited a little store front on Minrou 
Blvd. That storefront belonged to Allison Lu and John Chang, owners and 
operators of Blossom Winery. Allison showed Mr. Ying around her store, 
and told him of their future plans. She and John were about to open a 
brand new winery called….of course… Lulu Island Winery!  Mr. Ying 
was very impressed, and promised to be back soon to see their new 
facility.  

Sure enough, November of 2009 rolled around, and Mr. Ying returned, 
this time with a very special guest; Mr. Liu Jun of the Chinese Olympic 
Committee (COC). Mr. Jun had been searching all over Vancouver and the 
Lower Mainland for the perfect venue to host the China House, and when 
he saw Lulu Island Winery he knew he had found it!  But Mr. Jun didn’t 
reveal who he was when he first came to the winery. He inspected the 
store, and enjoyed the presentation of the wines delivered by our staff. He 
was especially fond of the ice wine!  He felt that our high quality wines 
were a symbol of a high quality establishment, and therefore a high quality 
China House! So Mr. Jun met with John Chang our owner and wine 
maker. He told John that he felt that the winery was made to hose China 
Hosue, that it was made for them!  He saw the potential to use all of the 
tasting rooms and the vacant restaurant space. He asked John if he could 
rent the winery, but John refused. John knew that hosting the COC would 
be a huge honour, not only for the Winery, but for Richmond, and all of 
BC. So he told Mr. Jun that he would donate his winery and if China 
House were indeed to be hosted here, Mr. Jun could even use John’s 
office! 

Lulu Island Winery was given the great honour of hosting  
the Chinese Olympic Committee during the  

                                   Olympic Games! 
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  Specifics about the event – number of 
people both staff and guests, dates, 
times, etc.  

 
 
  Floor Plans for the China House to 

make sure that it was up to code.    
  Proper liquor licensing 

 
  Proper Security, and Security 

Enforcement plans 

These criteria included;   

 Proper Parking and Traffic 
Management plans 

 
  Proper Emergency and Fire Response 

plans  
    
 
 
 

Well, this was a completely new project to Heather, and she knew she needed help! So her first call was to Paul ______, a friend from the Richmond 
Summer Night Market. Paul helped her find  all of the consultants she needed.  Heather also received a great deal of help from Mr. Mark Mansfield and Mr. 
Amerjeet Rattan of Richmond City Hall who helped in making sure everything was done properly. 
 
 
 
 
 

Now, some members of the community had expressed concern to the Agriculture land Commission (ALC) that the Winery was abusing its privileges as a 
farm based winery. There were claims that we were going to be throwing huge parties for hundreds of people,  and that the winery was going to plow over 
more farm land to make room for the China House.  This of course was not the case, but the ALC was right to look into it.  Heather met with the Executive 
Directors of the ALC, and submitted the plans for the China House. They asked many questions, and gave the winery several more guidelines that had to be 
followed, and criteria that had to be met.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

But one of our biggest concerns with hosting China House was how the public would respond. There was a lot of media attention from both local and 
provincial reporters. The press was not always favourable, and there were several points that were misconstrued, and hard to correct as the COC asked the 
Winery not to comment about China House for security reasons. So Heather and Allison canvass ed the immediate neighbourhood to inform the neighbours 
about the coming events at the winery, and clear up any concerns they may have had. For the most part it was a very positive response.  Most people we 
talked to seemed excited about the China House and what a great oppourtunity this was, not only for the winery, but for Richmond. There were a few small 
concerns about traffic and parking, as West Minster Highway is a very busy street. But we assured our neighbours that there were professional staff taking 
care of that. And tere were concerns about the proposed fireworks startling the surrounding farm animals and pets, so as a result the fireworks were cancelled. 
Finally we assured our neighbours that it would be an intimate, quiet event for about 30 – 100 people maximum, and not the hundreds the papers had foretold.   
 
 
 
 
 

    So after weeks of planning, weeks meetings with caterers and consultants; weeks of sifting through the mountains of paperwork and permits; weeks of 
harried phone calls and e-mail to Beijing… it was finally time! The Widercom team arrived at the end of January to begin construction of the China House. 
And they transformed the winery in just eight days! The once vacant restaurant space was now carpeted, and the ceiling was draped with red fabric. The walls 
were lined with sheer drapes, or exhibition plaques. There was a staging area with big screen TV’s! There was a bar, and a buffet area for the guests to enjoy 
as well. But that wasn’t all! Our three smaller tasting rooms were transformed as well. One was an office for the China House staff, another was an intimate 
VIP lounge for those extra special guests, and the third was a Broadcast room. During the Olympics, China Central TV, Beijing TV, and the website Sina.ca  
 

 
 

 
Gold, Silver, and Bronze medalists!  And of course all of the 

international exposure for the winery didn’t hurt☺  

 all used China House to broadcast from.They did a lof of interviews with all the Chinese 
Athletes, and it was a real treat for all of us here at the winery to be able to meet the many   

 
 
 

Above;  Owners and Operators – John 
Chang and Allison Lu  pose in front of 
the mural that all the China House 
guests were invited to autograph.  
 
Left ; John and Allison are interviewed 
by the media frenzy!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What really went on inside China House? 
 

There were many different events that happened at the China 
House.  China House had a soft opening on February 8th. This was  
More of a practice run for all of the volunteers and staff that were 
Involved, so that they would be ready for the Grand Opening that was 
to be held on the 12th.  John tells me that for him, the Grand Opening 
was a lot like Christmas or New Years Eve. It was very exciting! Lots 
of important guests and dignitaries attended the event, including Alice 
Wong, Member of Parliament for Richmond and Richmond’s Mayor,  
the honourable Malcolm Brodie. Of course many of the Chinese 
Dignitaries were there as well, including the Vice- President of the  
Chinese Olympic Committee Yu Zaiqing.  “There seemed to be more 
media than guests at the Opening” chuckles Heather. “But I am not  
surprised considering all of the coverage the winery has gotten  
lately!”   
   The next day China House celebrated Chinese New Year.  This  
Lunar holiday is the most important of the traditional Chinese holidays. 
Up to 80 guests were invited to the celebration where they were able to  
mingle and have a good time. “It was actually pretty low-key” according to Mike Curran. Mike was responsible for watching over the China House while 
in operation. Members of the COC followed Chinese tradition and handed out red envelopes filled with money to their guests. But this was not just regular 
old cash, everyone received shiny, collector, Olympic coin sets! The guests also enjoyed the best the winery had to offer, our signature Red Icewine, made 
from Merlot and Pinot Noir grapes, was poured liberally throughout the evening.   
   The next few days saw much smaller events. Senior members of the COC, business associates, and various staff meetings were held at the China House.  
One of the evenings a reception for the various International Olympic Committee (IOC) members was held, and dignitaries from all over the world were 
invited to the winery.  IOC Members from the London Olympic Committee and the Sochi Olympic Committee attended, as well as Jacques Rogge, 
president of the IOC,  who thanked the Winery and the COC for hosting the first ever China House.  

But the most exciting events of all were when the Chinese Athletes themselves arrived, with 
Olympic medals around their necks! Among them are Shen Xue and Zhao Hongbo, the husband and 
wife figure skating duo who secured China’s first gold medal of the Games    
as well as the silver medalists, Qing Pang and Jian Tong, and Zhang Dan 
and Zhang Hao who finished 5th.  Li Nina, who won silver in ladies 
freestyle skiing was snapped enjoying a glass of our tasty Merlot!  The 
Ladies Gold medalists from the Speedskating 
 3000m relay team including Sun Linlin, Zhang Hui, and Zhou Yang 
also made an appearance! Sadly, Wang Meng, a double gold medalist at 

the games, was ill.  But Wang Beixing, the Ladies silver 
medalist in the 500m speed skating event, and Zhou Yang, 
the bronze  medalist in the Ladies 1000m Speedskating event 
were both able to come to the China House and celebrate their medals 
☺ Allison was able to talk to the medalist and she found it very meaningful to hear their 
stories. Chinese atheletes work very hard , some of them start training as young as 5years 
old. They must leave their homes and their families and live at training facilities. So to win a 
medal at the Olympics is truly a lifetime goal achieved. Not only that, it will mean a better 
lifestyle for their families back home, who are usually quite poor.  

The final two days at the China House were in appreciation of all the volunteers and staff. They had a volunteer appreciation night where volunteers 
were given gifts from the COC and treated to a celebration of their own. There was also a private party for the staff during the closing ceremonies, where 
staff watched the hockey game and the ceremonies while being wined and dined.   

Over all China House was a huge success. There were no protestors or demonstrators. There were very few glitches, and any we had were easily 
managed. The China House was very well received by all of its distinguished guests from around the world. And most importantly the Chinese Olympic 
Committee were very happy with their first ever China House!   

But don’t think that things are slowing down here at the winery now that the Olympics are over! We decided to keep China House in tact, and open it 
up to the public for the month of March. Many Richmond locals took advantage of the oppourtunity to see what the China House looked like, and talk to 
the staff about it’s goings on. There was even a Tai-Chi group that used the China House for a class! Sadly, we had to say good-bye to the China House 
when April came around….but you can be sure that it will never be forgotten.   Now it is on to our next big event, the release of our 2009 vintages, and 
this year it is all about the Reds! We will be releasing 5 new red wines to accompany our existing four table wines, 
two fruit wines, two specialty wines, and three icewines.  We will soon be introducing an Exclusive Members 
Club and a Loyalty Rewards program for our customers as well.  We are still looking for someone to lease our 
restaurant space, so our customers can have a place to dine while sipping on their favourite wines.  We will be 

working with and exhibiting at the Richmond Summer Night market this year, and we 
are already booked to participate at many wine festivals, and various tasting 
sessions around the city.  So keep your eyes peeled! It’s gonna 
be a great year!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The China House Edition 

Left – Marketing and Development 
Manager, Heather Turnbull, poses for 
the camera. 
Right – Mike Curran, Sales Rep, shows 
off his borrowed Gold medal. 
Far Right – Mayor Malcolm Brodie 

exhanges gifts with Chinese Olympic 
Committee Vice-Chairman Yu Zaiqing. 


